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Iron Oxide

LOCATION
Municipality of Tocoa,  

Colón Department

AFFECTED COMMUNITIES 
Guapinol, San Pedro and  

other sectors of Tocoa 

OWNED BY
Inversiones  

Los Pinares/Ecotek 
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1998
New Mining law. 

2012
Creation of Montaña 
de Botaderos National 
Park. 

2013
Constitutional challenge 
to Mining Law. 

Reconfiguration of Montaña de Botaderos National 
Park to allow ASP mining project. 

EMCO mining, later Inversiones Los Pinares (ILP), 
submits requests for ASP1 and ASP2 non-metallic 
mining concessions within national park.

Minister of MiAmbiente+ grants 
environmental permit for ASP project.

Honduran Institute 
of Geology and 
Mines (INHGEOMIN) 
issues non-metallic 
exploration and 
exploitation licence for 
ASP2, and for ASP1 the 
following year.

Mayor of Tocoa fails to inform or consult affected 
communities, and as such unlawfully grants 
operating licence to mining project.

2015
Communities of Sector 
San Pedro begin to 
organise opposition to 
mining concessions. 

Municipal Committee for the Defence of Common 
and Public Goods (CMDBCP) forms. 

2016
Tocoa communities learn 34 mining concessions 
granted in municipality. An NGO survey indicates  
7 out of every 10 Tocoa residents oppose mining.

Tocoa communities demand consultative assembly 
to vote on ASP mining project. 

Communities of Sector 
San Pedro denounce 
mayor for cancelling 
consultative assembly. 

EMCO mining seeks support for mine and access 
road with Ceibita community, near Guapinol River. 

2017
EMCO mining changes 
name to Inversiones 
Los Pinares (ILP).

2018
Ecotek, ILP’s sister company, granted temporary 
licence to build and run plant to process iron-oxide 
deposits from mine into iron-ore pellets. 

Community of Guapinol complains to municipal 
authorities that Guapinol River is no longer drinkable 
due to mud from construction works on road to mine.

CMDBCP holds protest 
outside Tocoa town hall 
to complain regarding 
lack of action about 
impact on Guapinol 
River. 

CMDBCP files criminal 
complaint against local 
authorities for unlawfully 
issuing permit for ASP 
project and processing 
plant. 

CMDBCP establishes the Guapinol Encampment in 
Defence of Water and Life on access road to mine. 

Violent eviction of protest encampment 
by police and military. 

First arrest warrants issued 
against 18 members of CMDBCP 
in relation to encampment. 

CMDBCP files criminal complaints 
against INHGEOMIN, MiAmbiente+ and 
ILP in relation to mining licences. 

First CMDBCP activist detained on 
charges relating to encampment. 

7 other CMDBCP members present themselves to 
court to contest charges dismissed against 12. New 
judge orders 7 into pretrial detention, joined by 8th 
activist detained at end of 2018. 

European Union (EU) 
delegation visits the 8 
Guapinol environmental 
defenders in prison. 

CMDBCP is awarded 
international human 
rights prize. 

UN Working Group on 
the issue of human 
rights and transnational 
corporations and other 
business enterprises 
visits Honduras. 

Constitutional challenge to 2013 decree modifying 
Montaña de Botaderos National Park. 

National System for the 
Protection of Human 
Rights Defenders 
recognises CMDBCP 
as a human rights 
organization. 

NGO request for 
IACHR precautionary 
measures on behalf of 
Guapinol human rights 
defenders. 

IACHR report on the Situation of Human 
Rights in Honduras includes criticism of ASP 
project and misuse of justice system. 

2020
National meeting of 
communities in defence 
of water and the 
environment. 

EU Parliament calls 
for release of 8 
Guapinol environmental 
defenders. Honduras’s Human 

Rights Ombudsperson 
criticises criminal 
case against Guapinol 
defenders.  Expert legal opinion on 

unfounded prosecution 
and detention of 
Guapinol defenders. 

Expert international report 
on origins of mining conflict 
in Bajo Aguán, where Tocoa 
is located. 

2021
UN Working Group on 
Arbitrary Detention 
calls for immediate 
release of CMDBCP 
environmental 
defenders. 

UN experts call for 
release of detained 
Guapinol environmental 
defenders. 

Human rights situation in Honduras is examined as 
part of UN Human Rights Council Universal Periodic 
Review. References to environmental defenders are 
made in both a civil society submission and states’ 
recommendations. 

Fe

2014
National Institute for Forestry Conservation (ICF) 
and senior officials of the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environment (MiAmbiente+) 
recommend rejection of permits for the mine. 

UN Special Rapporteur 
on the situation of 
human rights defenders 
visits Honduras. 

   2019
12 CMDBCP members present themselves to court 
to contest arrest warrant and are confronted by 
new warrant with more serious charges against 31 
CMDBCP members. The 12 are held in custody until 
a judge dismisses the case. 

Amnesty International declares the Guapinol 
detainees as prisoners of conscience, calling 
for their immediate and unconditional release. 

Elections result in 
victory of left-wing 
presidential candidate, 
Xiomara Castro, ending 
dominance of right-wing 
National Party allied to 
business interests.

2022
A lower court convicts 6 of 8 Guapinol defenders 
after unfair trial. However, Supreme Court grants 
defence motion, ruling their prosecution and 
conviction unlawful. All 8 men are released. 
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